A Thought for Sunday 6th September
“It is mind-boggling to me that the Almighty power created everything I see; the Bible says
that God created the entire universe just so he could create this galaxy just so he could
create Earth so he could create human beings so he could create a family.” (Rick Warren)
Now it’s not always easy being in a family, is it? I heard recently about a Sunday school
teacher who was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six year olds. After
explaining the commandment to ‘Honour your father and mother,’ she asked, ‘Is there a
commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?’
One little boy thought about it for a moment, then answered, ‘You shall not commit
murder’.
Sometimes we just lose it with people in the family. We just give up on them. We’re hurt
and we hurt back. And Jesus has no illusions; it will be like that in God’s family as well. In
Matthew chapter 5 Jesus deals with the times we know we’ve wronged or hurt someone
else, and in Matthew 18 Jesus deals with times when we’ve been hurt or wronged by
someone else. In each case, the action we need to take is fundamentally the same.
And I want to suggest to you that most of us would rather do something different.
Being family, being God’s family, is not easy. So how do we deal with a situation where
someone in God’s family has hurt or angered or wronged or upset us? What does Jesus
want us to do? I want to suggest there are 3 steps to take, set out in Jesus’ words.
1. Don’t let it fester
Jesus says, it needs dealing with. It’s not unimportant. You’re not being silly to think it’s
important. And don’t just go away and brood. If you do, you’ll end up with confusion and
toxic relationships. When we push feelings down, they tend to pop up somewhere else.
2. Don’t gather supporters
Jesus says, in a situation like this, go to the person who hurt or damaged you, and point out
the wrong. And do it just between the two of you. Don’t spread it about, don’t gather up a
bunch of other people who you’ve told all about it. Go to the person, one to one, and set
out what’s wrong, and what the effect on you has been. Only if they won’t hear what
you’re saying do you involve others, says Jesus, and then only one or two others who can
speak with them about it also. Only then, if all else fails, do you go to the whole church.
3. Be ready to forgive
Jesus says, if you go to someone, and they hear and act, they take on board what you are
saying and are prepared to act on it, then you have gained a brother or sister. And in the
rest of the chapter, Jesus explains how to get to a place where you can forgive.
So - 3 steps to restore a relationship in the church when you’ve been hurt or wronged.
Now, I can already hear some of you saying “I don’t agree with this. Why should I be the

one making the effort?” “why should I be the one who’s actively trying to sort this out?” and
maybe even “I guess next you’ll be telling me I need to be prepared to forgive”.
Well, yes, Jesus does. In fact Jesus goes on to ask you to do precisely that a little further on
– in Matthew 18 verses 21 and following. He even gives us a word picture to explain why.
Now I want to mention just one more thing. If you don’t like the sound of all this – if you
don’t like the idea that it’s you taking the initiative when someone else is at fault,
remember God has dealt with you, and me, this way already, to gain you for his family. He
was wronged and hurt, yet he came to us in Jesus, and died your death to give us life. But
not for you only;
‘God, in Jesus' great work of redemption, was not establishing a series of isolated personal
relationships with His individual followers. He was creating a family of sons and daughters—
siblings—who are now "all one in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3: 28).”’ (Joseph H. Hellerman,
When the Church Was a Family: Recapturing Jesus' Vision for Authentic Christian
Community)
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